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Chicago Arts & Architecture 

See the hidden gems of Chicago, including a Benedictine Bed and 
Breakfast, Tiffany Windows, and stay at the historic Palmer House!  

Plus, tickets to the exciting new musical - HAMILTON!  
 Dec 6-8, 2016	  

 

Tues, Dec 6 – Lifestyles of the Historically Rich and Famous  

Meet your tour directors Dea and Declan at the St. Louis Airport for our quick flight to Chicago. When we arrive we board 
our private luxury motorcoach before embarking on a city tour, highlighting Chicago’s history, architecture, culture, and 
magnificent skyline. Some of the fantastic sites include the Frank Lloyd Wright Robie House, the Monastery of the Holy 
Cross, the Second Presbyterian Church, and Prairie Ave: The Millionaires’ Row of the 1880s-1920s.  

Our first stop is lunch on our own at the amazing Manny’s Deli a traditional cafeteria style deli that’s been a Chicago 
favorite for 3 generations!  

After lunch, we visit Holy Trinity Church, Chicago's only and oldest Russian Orthodox Church. This is a national 
historic landmark, a small gem, designed by Louis Sullivan, the famed architect. Next is Frank Lloyd Wright’s Robie 
House, built in 1909. Beautifully restored, the Robie House is considered the finest example of the first “Prairie School” 
phase of Wright’s illustrious career. Listed on the very first National Register of Historic Places, the entire house was 
designed by Wright, from the balconies and rooflines to the stained glass windows, lighting, furnishings and textiles; even 
the rugs were designed by Wright!  

Then we visit the Monastery of the Holy Cross, still staffed by the Benedictine Brothers. We will learn about the 
monastery, the daily lives of the monks and their plans for the future. Plus, we’ll get a chance to see “Silence in the City”, 
the Benedictine Bed and Breakfast run by the monks. We then take a trip down Prairie Ave, the “Millionaires’ Row” 
from the 1880s to the 1920s. The elite of Chicago called this area home, including George Pullman and Marshall Field, for 
whom the famous museum is named.  

We then arrive at our home for the next two nights - the historic Palmer House Hotel. The Palmer House Hotel has had 
its fair share of famous visitors, from Presidents such as James Garfield, Grover Cleveland, Ulysses S. Grant and William 
McKinley, famous writers such as Mark Twain, L. Frank Baum, and Oscar Wilde and actresses such as Sarah Bernhardt. 
But perhaps even more important, the chocolate brownie was invented here!  

After checking into the hotel we stroll down to Macy’s to enjoy the majestic Christmas decorations in the windows before 
our dinner at the elegant and ever-popular Walnut Room. A time-honored holiday tradition in Chicago, the Walnut 
Room is famous for its stunning 2 story Christmas tree, which creates a festive setting for so many memories. 

After dinner, we take a short 2 minute walk to the Private Bank Theater, where the hit show everyone is talking about 
is playing – Hamilton! This revolutionary new musical has taken Broadway by storm and is sure to be the hottest ticket 
in Chicago for 2016 – and we have yours! After the show, we return to the hotel.  (D) 

  



 

Wed, Dec 7 - Art Treasures of Chicago! 

After breakfast at the hotel, we take a stroll to the Rookery Building, the oldest highrise in Chicago! You will be awed by 
its illuminating light court and its exquisite spiral staircase. We will also learn about the young John Root who created this 
masterpiece with the enhanced renovations of Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Next stop is our Guided Tour of the Art Institute of Chicago. Our guide, will be Joe Cuniff, art professor who is a 
dead ringer for Garrison Keillor, will regale us with the stories behind the highlights of the collection before our free time 
to explore the collection. TripAdvisor named the Art Institute – the “Best Museum in the World” in 2014!  After lunch on 
our own at the museum’s Café, we will board a motorcoach and head to an artist’s studio, where we discover the process 
and training involved in creating beautiful works talking with a painter, sculptor, stained glass or mixed media artist!  

And speaking of beautiful works, our last visit for the day is the Shrine of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, recently 
reopened after a 10-year renovation. Mother Cabrini was an Italian-American sister who founded the Missionary Sisters of 
the Sacred Heart, and was the first naturalized citizen of the United States to be canonized. A patron of immigrants and 
the poor here in Chicago, and you cannot help but marvel at the shrine’s one of a kind setting in beautiful Lincoln Park!  

This evening we have a special treat for dinner as we head to Greektown for an incredible meal. The special Grecian 
Feast is always a crowd pleaser and the “OOPA” is sure to leave you glad that you came.  

After dinner, we return to the hotel. (B,D) 

 

Thurs, Dec 8 - Frank Lloyd Wright’s Oak Park     

After breakfast at the club, we head out to Oak Park, the setting and inspiration for many of Frank Lloyd Wright’s designs, 
particularly the Prairie School.  The genius of Frank Lloyd Wright and his Prairie School contemporaries are as popular 
today as ever!  For over a century, the beauty of their buildings and interior designs has spanned many ages and lifestyles.   
The natural landscape of Oak Park and River Forest were the settings for this Revolution in Modern American 
Residential Architecture.  As we travel through the picturesque streets of Oak Park and River Forest, we will learn about 
the local history and landmark homes of the area.  We will see Wright’s first private commission, the stunning Winslow 
House, designed when he was only 26 years old, as well as hear the fascinating stories of Wright’s sensational private life, 
and the successes of his professional genius.  

Then we will tour the Frank Lloyd Wright home and Studio, A National Historic Landmark- Experience the design 
experiment Wright continually perfected as his own home.  The recent total restoration reveals the depth of Wright’s 
talent. Then we head to Wright’s first public building, the Unity Temple. An incredible monument to “The Worship of 
God” and the “Service of Man,” he referred to it as his “Little Jewel”. The building is set to reopen in late 2016 after 
extensive renovations. 

Our final stop is The Chicago Fire Academy – built on the actual site of the O’Leary barn where the fire is believed to 
have started!  Learn about the rigorous training candidates experiences in order to become first responders in one of the 
busiest fire departments in the country.  View the “WALL OF HONOR” and hear stories of dramatic fires throughout the 
city’s history. 

We then make our way to the airport for our flight home. Thank you for traveling with us! (B,L) 

 

 
 

  



Price includes:	  

 Round trip flights via Southwest Airlines 
 Transportation on a Luxurious Motorcoach upon arrival, during tours and on departure 
 Lodging at the Palmer House, a national historic hotel. 
 Fresh Express Breakfast every morning, including fruit, a sandwich or wrap, & coffee or tea 
 Two dinners and 1 lunch at incredible iconic restaurants in Chicago 
 Guided Tour of the Art Institute 
 Explore incredible buildings designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, Louis Sullivan and more 
 Tickets to see the hottest new show Hamilton!  
 All gratuities including driver, guides, hotel and included meals 
 Baggage handling at the hotel 

Trip cancellation insurance available at an additional charge. Please see the brochure available from our office. Additional Insurance can be bought if you 
purchase optional tours later.	  
Please note: Any notice of fuel surcharges imposed by carriers and/or attractions will be disclosed at least 30 days prior to tour departure.	  
 

$899 pp double    $1,054 pp single  $855 pp triple  $830 pp quad	  
Save 3% on this tour! Art, architecture and tickets to see the hot new show HAMILTON  

can be yours for $872 pp double occ* when you pay with check or money order!	  
$872 pp double   $1,022 pp single  $830 pp triple  $805 pp quad	  

*These prices reflect 3% savings by paying with check or money order 

Note: For those requesting a roll-away bed, there is a one-time $50 charge to provide the extra bed. 

Upgrade	  to	  the	  Executive	  Rooms	  

A statement of elegance, the executive rooms at the Palmer House Hotel offer enhanced amenities including 
complimentary deluxe Continental breakfast in addition to the Fresh Express Breakfast included, evening hors 

d’oeuvres as well as non-alcoholic beverages and snacks available all day. 

Upgrade for $75 pp double, $150 pp single $50 pp triple and $38 additional pp quad 
 

Make your reservation with a $200 deposit per person plus Trip Cancellation and 
Interruption Insurance if you choose to take it. By purchasing this insurance when you make 

your initial deposit, you will be protected in case something happens before or during the 
tour that prevents you from traveling with the group, even if it is a pre-existing condition.	  

Balance on base tour price is due Sept 10, 2016, and no refunds will be given after that time 
except via Travel Insurance.  Balance on Optional Tours due at final payment, with no 

refunds after that time.  Note this price reflects airfare when purchased at final payment. If 
you attempt to book after this date, there may be a substantial increase in price or you may 

have to arrive on a separate flight.   
Once this tour fills, a WAIT LIST will be formed. Book now due to the popularity of Hamilton. 
Please send a check or call with a credit card along with your name, address, phone number, 
and all roommates’ names if you are sharing a room and any dietary or walking restrictions. 	  


